Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, A 20515

May 7, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

We write to express our incredible frustration as the Trump Administration, Congressional Republicans
and anti-abortion state politicians continue to use this unprecedented public health crisis to restrict
comprehensive reproductive health services.* As proud members of the first pro-choice majority in the
House of Representatives, we unequivocally oppose efforts to roll back access to reproductive health
services, including abortion, and underscore the role that these essential services continue to play in this
global pandemic. While we are grateful for your leadership and work standing against attempts to further
restrict abortion access in COVID-19 relief packages, it is critical that we continue to fight to ensure that
any future relief packages reject Republican efforts to diminish access to comprehensive reproductive
health care. We must ensure that all communities are able to seek the essential and time-sensitive services
they need during these difficult times.

History tells us that whenever anti-abortion politicians are able to maliciously insert harmful restrictions
on comprehensive reproductive health care like abortion care, they undermine access to essential care and
stigmatize those in need of abortion services. We know that these restrictions disproportionately impact
people with low incomes, Black, Latinx, Asian American and Pacific Islander and Native individuals,
LGBTQ+ individuals, immigrants and individuals with disabilities and those living at the intersections of
those identities. Nobody should be denied reproductive health care simply because of who they are, where
they live, their economic status, or source of insurance.

Despite the unprecedented crisis before our nation, Senate Republicans insisted on expanding the reach of
the Hyde amendment in the CARES Act in an effort to punish and shame pregnant people seeking
abortion care. These efforts exacerbate increased challenges for our communities as multiple states have
attempted to deny access to essential, time-sensitive abortion services since the beginning of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Many of the same states that have been trying for decades to end abortion have now tried to
exploit a crisis in an attempt to violate our constitutional rights, including Texas, Tennessee, Alabama,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Ohio, Oklahoma. Banning abortion during the pandemic leads to increased costs for
travel, navigating various state restrictions, and increased waiting time. These bans are designed to punish
and shame people seeking abortion care and can prevent people from getting care altogether.

! Los Angeles Times, “Abortion during coronavirus: State bans, closed clinics, self-induced miscarriages,” Molly Hennessy-
Fiske, April 16, 2020, https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-04-16/abortion-during-coronavirus-state-bans-canceled-

appointments-travel



https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-04-16/abortion-during-coronavirus-state-bans-canceled-appointments-travel
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-04-16/abortion-during-coronavirus-state-bans-canceled-appointments-travel

These attacks are devastating enough in a vacuum, but instead come on the heels of three years of
sustained and relentless attacks by this administration on domestic and global providers of reproductive
and sexual health care and the patients they serve. From decimating the essential Title X network, to
discriminating against providers and organizations because they provide or advocate for abortion care, to
gutting insurance coverage of abortion - these attacks have meant that it is always the person who needs
the care that suffers. Family planning, sexual health services, and abortion are time-sensitive, essential
health care. To take a global pandemic as an opportunity to make it even harder for families with low
incomes to access the care they need is disgraceful.

As Congress continues to respond to the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, we must reject any further
provisions that harm access to abortion care, restrict abortion coverage, or contribute to clinics shutting
their doors. These restrictions on abortion access will only further exacerbate the impact this pandemic is
already placing on our most vulnerable communities. We must reject any and all efforts to undermine
comprehensive reproductive health care access.

We appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,
/56?-*‘ p--*;y,_ \@uwa, W
Ayanna Pressley Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Barbara Lee Jan Schakowsky
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